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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 17098 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, VS MARR MILI VN 

SUBJECT: DRV REACTS TO GVN SEPTEMBER 26 PROTEST 
REF: FBIS BANGKOK /9261509, SEP 73 

1. DRV FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN ISSUES STATEMENT (REF) 

ON SEPTEMBER 26 REPLYING TO GVN PROTEST OF SAME DATE ON 
COMMUNISTS' OCCUPATION OF LE MINH (PLEI D'JERENG) RANGER 
CAMP. FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF HANOI'S RADIO VERSION 

OF STATEMENT. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: FOLLOWING THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT, 
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THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION, WITH US ABETMENT AND AID, HAS 
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SERIOUSLY VIOLATED THE CEASEFIRE PROVISON, CONTINUOUSLY 
LAUNCHED NIBBLING OPERATIONS AGAINST THE LIBERATED AREAS 
AND, AT THE SAME TIME, INTENSIVELY CARRIED OUT PACIFICATION, 

POLICE AND MOPPING-UP OPERATIONS IN AREAS UNDER ITS CONTROL. 

IN PARTICULAR, IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION 
USED A LARGE FORCE SUPPORTED BY AIRCRAFT AND ARTILLERY TO 
CONTINUOUSLY LAUNCH NIBBLING OPERATIONS AGAINST THE PRGRSV- 
CONTROLLED AREAS IN GIA LAI PLEIKU AND KONTUM PROVINCES, CAUSING 
HEAVY CASUALTIES AND MATERIAL LOSSES TO THE LOCAL PEOPLE. 

THE PEOPLE AND PLAF IN THISE REGIONS FIRMLY COUNTERATTACHED 
TO DEFEND TH LIBERATED AREAS AND DULY PUNISH THE AGGRESSORS. 
RECENTLY THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION MOBILIZED A LARGE GROUND, 
ARTILLERY AND AIR FORCE TO CONTINUOUSLY AND INTENSIVELY 
LAUNCH NIBBLING OPERATIONS. 

3. HOWVER, THE UNITED STATES AND SAIGON ADMINISTRATION HAVE 
ACCUSED THE DRV AND PRGRSV OF VIOLATING THE CEASEFIRE AND 
MADE UP A STORY CLAIMING THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE REGULAR 
FORCES ATTACKED AND OCCUPIED THE LE MINH POSITION. THESE 
ALLEGATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND SAIGON ADMINISTRATION 
AR CLEARLY ONLY A DIVERSIONARY TRICK AIMED AT COVERING 

UP THEIR EXTREMELY SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS 

AGREEMENT ON VIET-NAM AND THE 13 JUNE JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

AND SIMULTANEOUSLY PAVING THE WAY FOR NEW MILITARY ADVENTURES. 

4. THE DRV MINISTRY STERNLY CONDEMNS THE ABOVE 

MENTIONED EXTREMELY SERIOUS VIOLATION OF THE AGREEMENT BY THE 

SAIGON ADMINISTRATION, STRONGLY REFUTES THE SLANDEROUS ALLEGATIONS 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND SAIGON ADMINISTRATION AND DEMANDS THAT 
THEY CORRECTLY IMPLEMENT ALL PROVISIONS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
ON VIETNAM. THE UNITED STATES AND SAIGON ADMINISTRATION MUST 
BEAR FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES 
RESULTING FROM THEIR ACTIONS. END TEXT. 

5. COMMENT: HANOI'S REACTION TO THE GVN CHARGES WAS 

A TYPICALLY SWIFT BUT PREDICTABLY AMBIGUOUS. THE STATEMENT 
BEGINS WITH WHAT APPEARS TO BE AN ATTEMPT TO JUSTIFY COMMUNIST 
"COUNTER-ATTACKS" (READ LE MINH) AS RESPONSE TO GVN 
"NIBBLING 
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OPERATIONS" (MEANING, PERHAPS THE GVN'S 

REOCCUPATION OF TRUNG NGHIA AND POLEI KRONG, TWO VILLAGES 
NORTHWEST OF KONTUM SEIZED BY THE COMMUNISTS LAST JUNE). 

BUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO IF ANY, IS NEVER MADE 
EXPLICIT AND, IN THE END, THE GVN PROTEST OVER LE MINH IS 
SIMPLY DISMISSED AS A "DIVERSIONARY TRICK." 

6. THIS DRV DEFENSE IS UNDERSTANDABLY WEAK AND 
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UNCONVINCING. THE VERY FACT, WHICH HANOI DOES NOT CONTEST, 

THAT THE NVA NOW OCCUPIES A MILITARY BASE WHICH HAD BEEN 
HELD BY THE GVN SINCE BEFORE THE CEASEFIRE IS EMBARRASSINGLY 
UNDENIABLE EVIDENCE OF A SERIOUS BREACH OF THE CEASEFIRE. 

APPLING 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SAIGON17098 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS APPLING 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SAIGON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1973096/aaaaaebi.tel 

Line Count: 120 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: FBIS BANGKOK /9261 509, SEP 73 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19-Sep-2001 by thigpegh>; APPROVED <27-Nov-2001 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DRV REACTS TO GVN SEPTEMBER 26 PROTEST 
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, MILI, VS, VN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



